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I Has born in Philadelphia, Pa., %>ril 8, 1913. When I Has 
in the fifth grade, my family moved to Wilmington, Bel., Hhere I 
completed high school. I then enrolled in the University of Beia- 
nare, attending it for 3 years, until my father* s death during the 
Depression, nhen I went to Washington and Horked for the Government. 
This emplo^nmat included the U.S. Senate, for which I Has both an 
investigator and an editor. 

My parents on both sides. Here European refugees. My father 
Has a young man Hhen he made his Hay to the Uniteda States. My mother 
Has about nine when her parents brought her here. Prom my earliest 
days, the stories of persecutions I heard made an imperishable image 
on my mind. Probably by n©H these recollections have been embroid- 
ered by my imagination. Honever, they imparted a lasting conviction 
that man*s freedom requires a democratic political system. My Hife’s 
ancestry (and this is something she especially hates me to mention, 
so I*d appreciate it if you rggard this as for your information only) 


is the opposite. On both sides of her family, she goes back to pre- 



Revolutionary days. s he is descended from the first governor of 
Maryland, from both sides in the War 0f Independence, and from both 
sides in the Civil W ar> if I do not err, her family tree includes 

"Light-Morse Harry** lee and Generals Robert 2. Lee and Hysses s/ 
Grant. 

W ® now 11 ye on a small farm in the foothills of the northern 
end of the Blue Ridge, nor far from the Monocacy Civil W ar battle- 
field at f which, if historians are correct, Washington was saved fron 
the Confederacy, 

My interest in journalism was kindled hy a high school English 
teacher. I beeame managing editor ©f the school paper. (My best 
friend, the editor, was hairing schblastie difficulties and was re- 
moved from extra-curricular activities, so I also performed his func- 
tion to hold the job for him.) During my '’regime** this paper won All- 
American honors at the Columbia School of Journalism annual contest 
for high school papers. I believe this was in 1928. 

While still wearing kniekers (then the style for boys), X was 
a syndicated by-line feature writer (including national affairs). The 
old Philadelphia Ledger Syndicate, forerunner ©f $ such Suia<i a y supple- 



CLU.UU— 


meats as Parade and fkls ¥ eek , distributed my stories to between 50 
and 60 papers. As a teen-ager X was a correspondent for the TSilming- 
ton, Del., Morning News. 3?he City Editor suggested X talk to the 
Ledger Syndicate about some of my features. Major Minor (correct), 
head of the syndicate, apparently was pleased to have such a youngster 
submit stories. My recollection could be wrong, but I cannot now re- 
®Q-11 & single story X submitted that he did net use. A a Q%tjQ 2 > oddity, 
one brief story used by the syndicate returned more than a week of 
my regular writing. 

I don’t think you ought to use this, Ivan, but you may be in- 
terested in knowing that in the early 1930 *s, when I worked for the 
Morning News, I made it possible for a man I have yet to meet to win 
the Pulitzer Prize. I was then also a radio amateur. - Luring an un- 
usually severe hurricane, when all other communications north of 
Washington were out, I picked up his radioed news story of the effects 
of the hurricane on the Eastern Shore, filled in the blanks caused by 
static and other interference, and relayed the story by phone to the 
companion newspaper owned by my employer. Its eity editor, seeing a 


chance for a few ex|ra bucks, in turn phoned the story to the Philadel- 
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phia B-uii©tin, a much larger paper. The Bulletin and Charles Truitt 
got the Pulitzer Prize and my managing editor got apoplexy. 

Beginning with the early days of World War II, I returned to 
writing. I believed that in this way I might help our country. I 
became a specialist in Nazi activities of various sorts, most of all 
in economic warfare that had military and political overtones. In 
some cases, following appearance of my stories, the government col- 
lected large fines from and investigated corporations clandestinely 
owned by and working for the Nazis. This original investigative work 
involved tracing ownership through carefully disguised Swiss fronts, 
which I was able to do. In one case I showed by simple arith- 

metic /N with royalty payments the Hitler intelligence was able to cal- 
culate accurately American aircraft production. 

In another ease I was able to prove that through a seemingly 
innocent drug house in New Jersey (today under American ownership), 
the Nazis were able to wage a remarkably successful kind of propa- 
ganda warfare. The effect was to make it seem that the Nazis were 
unaffected by the British blockade . The means were simple: the 

American front counterfeited the German labels, and wherever the 



products were sold, the users believed they came from Germany, 

Both of these corporations were taken over by our government. 
One, as I recall it now, was additionally assessed a fine of over 
$150,000.00. Shis series of articles elicited high praise from a 
spectrum of the government ranging from the Congress to the White 
Ho-ase and including, if my memory serves me, some cabinet officers. 

I am hoping I can locate these testimonials. If I do, they will be 
appended. A number of Members of Congress called upon me to "ghost" 
speeches on this type of Hazi warfare. My information was sought 
and used by two Congressional committees, one of which was headed by 
then Senator Harry S. fruman. It was credited with laying a founda- 
tion for corrective legislation. 

During the same interval, I reeall at least one article I 
ghosted for a cabinet officer. 

All of my material was given to our government . I recall both 
the Treasury and Justice Departments. Me were not then in the war, 
and at the suggestion of an official of the Justice Department X 
made contact with agents of the British Ministry of Economic Warfare 
in Washington and became, in effect, an unregistered British agent. 



Heedless to say, the Justice Department never charged me with fail- 
ing t© register. 

Although I never asked anything in return - the only thing of 
value I ever received was four o* clock tea in a little house on 
34th Street in Washington - these British agents found a unique way 
to help me and themselves in return. Xn ways X cannot now recall 
with any clarity, they put me in contact with the anti-Hitler under- 
ground in Boland, Holland and Belgium. I actually made personal con- 
tact with B 0 iish agents in Hew York City and the C ze ch undergrounds 
representatives in Washington . 

Because of a boyhood friendship with a (White) Russian emigre 
I was in possession of the political intelligence that made it pos- 
sible, I believe exclusively, to predict accurately the Japanese 
attack on Pearl Harbor. Phis article appeared 11 weeks before ra The 
day that will long live in infamy”. 3?he following morning I was 
called by the then Office of Government Reports, which had nothing 
similar to use against the Japanese in propaganda warfare. The late 
Lpwell Mellett, former Seripp s-Boward editor, headed this agency. 


His then assistant and subsequent successor, Mrs. K. C. Blackburn, 
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is still alive and living in Washington. I Relieve she will recall 
this. It is also possible she may recall several other chores she 
asked me to perform for the W^ite House when I was a civilian. 

Because ©f my background as a civilian, when I entered the”" 
Amy, I was assigned to the Military Police. When this resulted in 
a sterile assignment, after a brief tour of duty overseas, I used my 
furlough in an unsuccessful effort to volunteer for the OSS. I 
pieked the section headed by Arthur Goldberg, later Secretary of 
Labor and now a Supreme Court Justice. I presume because of my laek 
of language flmeney, I was not accepted. By a strange quirk, shortly 
thereafter I was hospitalized at Walter Heed Medical Center. Upon 
convalescence (I was then unassigned), I requested and received a 
review of my service record which resulted in my assignment to OSS. 

My first assignment in OSS was, in a sense, similar to this 
book. Four brave, French- speaking soldiers had volunteered for al- 
most certain death in a planned parachute drop in Nazi- occupied 
France. Having; completed their preparation for the mission, they 
were relaxing at the Congressional Country Club near Washington, 
which had been taken over for the war by the OSS and was used as a 
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"holding area". On© night there was an altercation with the mili- 
tary police, resulting in the eourtmartialing and jailing of all 
four men. 

General "Wild Bill" Donovan, the tough-minded head of OSS who 
was also almott a father to all his men, felt the trial had not been 
fair. Possibly because all the work would have to do with existing 
records and because of my experience in documentary intelligence, I 
was assigned the task of determining whether there had been a mis- 
carriage of justice. 

Six weeks later I presented a prima facie case of frameup to 
the OSS adjutant general and the findings of the courtmartial were 
reversed. The men were freed, but too late to make the drop. They 
may be alive today only because they had been framed. The then com- 
pany clerk is now practicing law in Washing ten and remembers this 
affair. We discussed it several months ago. 

Somewhere I have some £ind of decoration or citation I got 
from General Donovan. I have no other clear recollection of it, 
but 1*11 look for it. I cannot say and should not imply it was 
awarded for this job. I don’t really recall. 
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During other assignments at the OSS, I handled eaptured German 
and Italian foreign office document s as microfilm reached Washington* 
These had great values for political intelligence, including informa- 
tion on activities within the United States. I f unneled this type 
of information to the appropriate agencies, with which I had liaison. 

Odd assignments were bounced to me frem the most secret and 
clandestine parts of the agency. These varied from taking a returned 
agent into my home and helping him relax and reorient himself to spe- 
cial assignments for the W^ite House. In one such case a Danish ship- 
owner was about to be paid something like $10 ,000,000.00 in damages. 
s ome of his vessels had been impounded because of his pro-Nazi ac- 
tivities. He claimed he was not pro-Mazi. Within I4.8 hours, from 
documentation available in Washington that others had been unable to 
discover, I established the fact of his Nazi connections and our 
government was saved the $ 10 , 000 , 000 . 00 . Also, his ships were de- 
nied the Nazis. 

My last assignment before leaving OSS as a soldier (medical 
discharge^ and returning as a civilian was to write the history of 
secret operations. I had completed the rough draft, which had the 



high.it wcarlty elassif ieatio n when last I 3 a» the maannerlpt. 
This is far y.nr information only, Ivan, beeamse I don't want to 
get involved in litigation. Wh eB next I saw my work, itowas with 


James 


starring in the movie. 
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The other assignments I now recall - and even the above are 
things I never diseased with my wife - I belie w I should not re- 
veal because of p the possibly adverse reflections on men no wg prominent 
in political lif®. if you have any interest in them, I will discuss 
them with you personally if it will tell you anything you might want 
to know about me,. But there is, for example, a very prominent gover- 
nor, then a federal official, who made a decision (I am satisfied ia 
good faith) that turned out to be ©quite wrong and to have unfavor- 
able consequences for our government. I prepared a major part of ft he 
intelligence upon which he based his decision. His decision was op- 
posed to the intelligence recommendations. 


From the time of my first vote X have been a Democrat, a regis- 
tered Democrat in the two states in which I have lived where registra- 
tion is by party. However, almost invariably I split my ticket. 

During the past two campaigns I both voted and worked for candidates 
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of both parties. A s I regard myself, I am a mixture of liberalism 
and conservatism. Two examples: On questions of individual rights, 

I believe the state may not limit the rights of an individual unless 
and until that individual endangers the rights of others. I believe 
representative government is the best system man ^Las yet devised to 
assure himself of his rights and protect others from his excesses. 

In financial matters, I am more conservative. I am not against for- 
eign aid. I have, in fact, had my own miniature foreign aid program. 
But I am opposed to the form and nature of much of the governments 
foreign aid program. Also, I was opposed to the federal tax cut in 
the facfe of the national deficit. 



